THE PROJECT

The AGreenFin (Assessing the EU Strategy on
Green Finance and ESG factors) project is a
research program funded by the European
Commission under the European Union's Jean
Monnet Project.

Our mission is to promote and to better understand
sustainable development through financial markets
by supporting cross-fertilization, dissemination of
information and policy proposals concerning the
issue of the development of Socially-Responsible-
Investments (SRI) and ESG related practices and
regulation at European level.

KEY POINTS OF THE PROJECT

e Foster the engagement of members of the
hosting institution and support young researchers
in research on the status of Socially Responsible
Investments (SRI) strategies and on the need for
regulatory harmonization at the EU level, with a
special focus on the action plan on sustainable
finance adopted by the European Commission in
March 2018;

» Series of seminars, workshop and conference on
the SRI funds in EU in comparison with other
international experiences, aimed at fostering the
dialogue  between different  stakeholders:
academicians and  students, institutional
investors, Pollcy makers, civil society;

« Cross fertilization activities to promote discussion
on the subject of SRI at the EU level;

e Spread content activities towards different
stakeholders of SRI, academic community, civil
society through an interactive  website,
conference proceedings, newsletters, social
networking and research papers.

OBJECTIVES

The goal of the project is two-fold:

e To increase awareness among academia,
students, industry and policy makers through
seminars, a workshop and a conference and
other dissemination activities about the trends
and challenges faced by the SRI-related funds in
European regions with particular reference to
regulatory harmonization in the EU.

e To foster academic research on SRI regulation
and practices in European Union, in cooperation
with the reflections from different target groups, in
the light of the European Commission proposals
within the Action plan of Sustainable finance.
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WELCOME TO THE JEAN MONNET PROJECT:

“ASSESSING THE EU STRATEGY ON GREEN
FINANCE AND ESG FACTORS - AEU-GF”

In recent decades, Socially Responsible Investment
(SRI), which focuses on ethical values, environmental
protection, social issues, good governance, etc., has
attracted considerable attention not only to individual
investors and private citizens, but also researchers
and academicians.

Initially promoted by institutional investors, the
development of SRI has continued and even
intensified in recent years, particularly since the last
financial crisis.

An increasing number of private investors are moving
towards investments that are able to reconcile
responsible investment and performance.

To the effects of the crisis we have to add the
regulations and public policies that we must take into
account. In Europe, thanks to the Green New Deal,
many investments will be directed towards
companies that provide solutions to the challenges of
the energy transition. The effects of these policies
can already be seen and their influence will be even
greater in the future.

In this view, the JM project “Assessing the EU
Strategy on Green Finance and ESG factors” aims to
carry out further research, disseminate the available
information among students, researchers,
representatives of civil society such as mutual funds,
pension funds, regulatory authorities, on the issue of
SRI in Europe and on the harmonization process of
the legislation at EU level.
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